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itil Exeter fell, and then went to London at the eneral's desire, to give Parliament an account of .e state of the west. On April 23rd, he was thanked 7 the House of Commons for his " great and faith-1 services." Rewards of another nature they had ready conferred upon him. On December I, 1645, ie Commons, in drawing up the peace propositions > be offered to the King, had resolved that an itate of twenty-five hundred pounds a year should * settled on Lieutenant-General Cromwell, and that ie King should be asked to make him a baron, he negotiations fell through, but on January 23rd te House ordered that the lands in Hampshire begging to the Marquis of Worcester and his sons lould be settled on Cromwell, and an ordinance for lat purpose finally passed both Houses. As the ints of these lands fell short of the income pro-tised, other estates of the same nobleman in Gla-lorganshire, Gloucestershire, and Monmouthshire ere subsequently added to make up the sum.
Cromwell rejoined Fairfax at Oxford in time to ike part in the negotiations for its surrender. Con-imporary rumour attributed the leniency of the irms granted to the garrisons of Exeter and Ox->rd largely to his influence with Fairfax and the >uncil of war. Oxford was strongly fortified, and
would have cost many men to take it, but, apart om this, there were political reasons of great weight hich must have appealed to Cromwell. Just be->re Fairfax invested Oxford, King Charles escaped i disguise from the city, and took refuge in the imp of the Scottish army at Newark. For some